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Development of Scheduled Castes 


after Independence 


‘The Constitution hes provided for the eppoint- 
‘mont of & Commissioner for Scheduled Castes 
‘and Scheduled Tribes and after the Constitution 
{came Into being Ie. 3. years after the country 
{got independence, the Commissioner has actually 
boon appointed and has been submitting reports 
fon the progress of Scheduled Castes and 
‘Scheduled Tribes year after year. In the eeport 
fone can get dented statements of the progress 
‘of their education, economic develooment, 

status otc. tis not possible in course of 
{8 short note to give all details of the progress 
‘duting all the years after Independence, but the 
progress can be broadly categorise into (1) 
‘education, (2) social, and (9) economic and an 
attempt has buen made to give below s short 

sume of tho progress in these telds 


1, Educational Programme 

‘What are called the depressed classes came 
Into being in india after the end of vedic age 
‘and decline of Sanatan Dharma. The purenic 
‘age ushered in caste divisions and some costes 
‘were known a8 Sudias. The law giver of the 
time, Manu prescribed that education of Sudra 
children was o social offence. Manu's doctrine 
‘worked vigorously till about the middle of the 
‘19th centuty and itis only then that in. Indio, 
‘born in the lower castes, known later 6 
Mahatma Jyoteba Phuloy statted a school for 
Scheduled Caste children in 1850. He started 
also an organisation called the Satya Sodhak 
‘Samaj which emphasised the importence of 
‘education for Scheduled Castes. 

For the complete lack of education naturally 
the intellect of the Scheduled Caste people 
deteriorated which led to decay in. theit morality 
‘and end to theit progress. Lack of progress also 
ed to their fiving in very unhealthy suroun- 
ings, 
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Mahatma Jyoteba Phuley opened the gete 
for their progress and in the latter halt of the 
19th century the reformist movement ike Brahma 
Sama, Arya Samaj and Theosophical Society 
foliowed the campaign. Subsequently the 
leaders of the Indian National Congress vie, 
Gokhale, Tilak, Lajpat_ Ray end above al 
Mahatme Gandhi and Ambedker fought against 
dacrimination so long practised egainst the 
‘Scheduled Castes. and gave grest importance 
to the expontion of education among them, It 
was through the noble efforts of the roformiet 
movements and the lecders of the Indian 
National Congress thet some progress was made 
‘but it cannot be said that the progress. wa 
‘spectacular. The foreign rulers did not make 
serious effort to promote education among the 
‘Scheduled Cactoe fot fear of inviting the wrath 
‘of high coste Hindus. The Education Commi 
‘sion of 1882 had of course recommended that 
‘all schools either maintained or 


tion the foreign Government didnot undertake 
any sincere measure to implement it 


It is only in 1931. that 9 Backward Class 
Department was established in Bombay Presi 
‘dency. A Commissioner was appointed. in 
Madras to encourage the education of backward 
classes people and instructions were istued to 
‘offer the right of admission of Scheduled Caste 
pupils in all Government aided schools. 


‘The situation in the piincely States wes not 
better. It ls only some progressive States, like 
Travancore, Cochin and Batode that introduced 
‘educationel cilities for Scheduled Castes in 
1826. The Stato of Baroda sbolished separate 
‘schools for them in 1831 but with disastrous 
recults. The move wes vehemently opposed 


by caste Hindus and they withdrew ihelr children 
from schools and in anger sot fire to the etanding 
tops of the Scheduled Castes. The recent 
large scale robellion in Gujarat against reserva- 
tion ia grim reminder of this violence which 
‘occurred in apart of the area more than 60 
oars 290. 

‘The backward classes themselves accepted 
thelr lot as a docros of fato and there was some 
‘awakening among thom only in. 1817. when they 
instituted what Is. called Depressed Classes 
Mission Society of India whieh demanded 
compulsory and free system of education, A 
voluntary organisation called Vahiskrit Hitak 
Sangh wae established in 1924 and Depressed 
Classes Education Socloty was created in 1928, 
‘Thoso organisations worked for schooling of th 
children. 


‘Tho above will show that some campaign oF 
‘thor had boon waged since 1850 but tho 
progress wos very slow: In 1931 census the 
Iteracy veto among. tho Schoduled Castes was 
‘only 19 por cent. Significant changes. occurre 
‘only after Independence whon the Constitution 
‘uaranteed the promotion of educational and 
‘economic int ‘of tho wooker sections. of 
‘the poople and particularly of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, The Constitution 
iso guaranteed to protect these classes. from 
‘social injustice ond. all forms of exploitation. 
‘The untouchability (Offences) Act of | 1985 
facithated access of the Scheduled Casto children 
to schools, 


Due to the special messures of tree food, 
special hostels, distibution of hooks, scholarships, 
fete, introduced. after Independence, large scale 
progress has undoubtedly beon achieved and the 
Census of 1981 has recorded tho literacy rate 
‘among the Schodulod Castos os 31°12 per cont 
for moles ond 10°93 por cont for females. Thi 
undoubtedly a big jump trom the figure of 
19 percent in 1991, 


{In spite of this inreaso, the gap betwoen 
tho lovel of educational development of the 
‘Scheduled Castes and th avorage for the society 
‘a8 a whole still continues to be very wide. The 
progress hes not yet boon created the desired 
Impact in the matter of removal of economic 
‘exploitation, harassment, atrocities. and 
‘social ostresiem —porsstent backwardness in 
‘education of the Scheduled Castes is due to the 
slow Progress ofthe programm, While the literacy 
percentage of the population in_ the country 
‘Gxolusive of Scheduled Coste and Tribe popula- 


tion is 41-30, that of Scheduled Casto is only 
21°98, ie, almost half, The female literacy rato 
for the backward classes is on the average still 
80 to 90 per cent. In the age-group of 6—11 
‘about 60 per cont of the boys of the Harjans 
‘are stil non-enrolled_in schools. Similar figure 
{or gis ranges from 58—70 per cent In the Stata 
‘The situation Is more. disturbing in the 11—14 
‘age-roup ie, at tho Middle Schoo! Over 
70 per cent are not enrolled in States lke Orissa, 
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh, The proportion of 
‘non-enrolled gtls is slarmingly high even now 

94 per cont in Bihar, 98 per cont in 
Haryana and 98 per cent in Rajasthan, Another 
Indicator of educational backwardness of the 
‘Scheduled Castes is the high rato of drop-out 
‘at the primary stage. Tho Commissioner for 
Scheduled Castos and Scheduled Tribes in hie 
toport for 1979-81 has montioned that theso 
rates are about 75 per cent. 


These figures call fr serlous considerations 
1nd provision of remedies. The provision of funds 
{or development programmes for the beckward 
communities rose trom Rs, 39 crores in. tho tst 
Plan to Rs.227 crores in tho Sth Plan. A total of 
Rs. 744 crores has been spent In dovelopment 
programmes for them till the end of 1978-79, yet 
‘the benefits of development and modernisation 
have reached « small number of these people. The 
‘majority have not benefited from the country’s 
fadvancement and att romain outside thole in 
strom resulting in inredsing discontent which, 
at times takes violont forms. 


2, Social Status 

‘The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1985. 
provided thot tho Horijans will bo. treated a8 any 
‘other Hindu and shall havo no disabilities 
whattoover In offering worship in. public 
tomples, In having access to end making uso 
of shops, hotels, restaurants, places of 
publics onterainments, hair outing saloons 
‘and loundiles. Steps havo boon taken for 
successful implementation of the Act, but due 
to age-old taditions and lack of proper edu- 
cation of the Scheduled Caste people it cannot 
bbe ald that the implementation of the Act leaves. 
nothing to be desired, By and largo, water 
places provided at tho expense of the State aro 
‘now open for use by Harlians also, but in many 
places private. wells and tanks are not open 
fo them. even on humenitarian grounds. In 
schools end colleges the Harjan students. 
rely mix with others but in some conservative 


Pockets casts pupils still sit separately and they 
‘are not allowed by their parents to mix freely 
with Horljan boys. A few years ago 2 study 
was conducted by the writer in Jajpur sub- 


* division and in parts of Bari block snd it was 


found thet the Herjen boys stil have to sit 
‘separately. Though the law has given free 
‘access to Herljans to temples, in actual practice, 
these. privileges ere enjoyed by them only at 
fow places, The Harjans are still not allowed 

the sanctum of temples and they 
to remein content only with a distant 
Viow of the doity. If thoy have to make eny 
cotfering, they have to place fruits and tlowors 
‘Outside and it is the priests who take these 
things noar the doity and offer them there. The 
Hoarians are ot course allowed now-a-days to 
‘take food in restaurants ond hotals but in some 
‘of the way-side eating places where they can 
‘be identified they have to wash thei dishos 2 
the hotel boys refuse to do it. At some places 
separate utensils. are kept for thems that the 

customare 


similarly used steel 
tly by Hatllans and at_many places these 
‘cannot be said to be open to them with the 
knowledge of the caste people. 


To remove these handicaps one notices 2 
deep Yeerning smong the Harlan for performing 
religious rites like Yegnas and Pujes in thelr 
hhomes. They would very much welcome such 
functions to boost thelr status in society and 
emove the stigma the pest history hes put 
fon them, jf the Stato or private social crganisa- 
tons can’ promote such sctvitis. 


To sum up, thore has been significant change 
In the social status of the Harijens since Inde 
pendonce and touching them In public is no 
‘more considsred asin calling for change of 
clothes or taking baths. As hos been méntoned 
above, they further enjoy certain rights in hidden 
‘manner. This. was, however, impossible before 
Independence as_no Harjan could ever venture 
to entor into any Public cating houses, laundries, 
saloons or even approach anywhere near the 
tomple 


3. Economic 

The proportion of Scheduled Castes smang tho 
oveny gtours wes very lage before Indepand- 
fence and steps have boa taken in various 
directions to improve their economic satus By 
Land Reforms. Legislations they have boen given 
fight of occupancy over their homesteads. In 


(Orisa they were mostly mere tenante-et-will 
0 for as thelr homesteads were concemed and 
the moment they did not behave like sorta they 
‘could be thrown out of thelr homesteads, 


‘The Land Reforms legisltions in Orissa have 
‘given thom right to the exzent of 1/10th of an 
‘acre of homestead wherever they wore raiding 
‘on the land of big lend owners. Steps have 
‘been taken to, allot land declared eurplus due to 
imposition of coiling laws tothe Herjons. By 
the end of 1980, a8 much a8 5°89 lac acres of 
land was cistibutsd to 4°91 Inc Scheduled Casto 
Dbeneficieries. About 50 per cent of all 
Scheduled Caste workers ave landless, but only 
3406 per cent of surplus land was distributed 
by the end of 1980 and only 40°92 per cent of 
the landless Harijan workers were given land. 
The allotment of surplus land, therefore, cannot 
bbe considered adequate so fer as Scheduled 
Castes sre concerned. 


LUberal assistance had boon given to Harijans 


Tochnical and 
sssstence hes elso been provided for forming 
Co-operative Farming Societies of Scheduled 
Caste people. Such Co-operative Farming 
Societies, however cannot be said to havo 
YYielded much success due to lack of awakening 
‘among them and leck of honesty among. the 
managers. In other words with all the efforts 
to improve the condition of the landless Harijan 
workers it cannot be sald that their status 80 
for es. agriculture is concerned is much above 
what it was bafore Independence. 


By enforcement of Minimum Wages Act, the 
wage rates of workors have cortainly gone up 
‘everywhere, but the benefit is more than esto 
‘up by repeated ise of prices and as yet tho 
Public distribution system has not operated 
‘vigorously to make the necessities of ‘life 
‘avalable ot fir rates to the down-trodden 
‘residing to villogos. 


ERP and 1RD Programmes have boon wor- 
king almost throughout the country and it hae 
Drought immense benstits to leather workers, 
fisherman and weavers who mostly como trom 
Harjan Communitios. This witer took part in 
a survey of ERRP and IRD. Programmes in 
parts of Puri dstrit recently and his. experience 
‘with regard to their improvement of particularly 
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Socio-economic factors influencing birth control ina Village 


within the State Capital of Orissa 


Abstract 
‘This paper ia the product cf my fold research 
‘undertaken in the vilage Baramunds which is 
situated within the boundary of Bhubaneswar 
‘Municipality, the Stato capital city of Orissa 
‘Small-family norm is now becoming = country- 
‘wide and eye-catching phenomenon which is 
realised by experts of differont categories for 
controlling the population explosion. So family 
planning programme through birth control, which 
Is atvibutod to the doliberate action of the 
for limiting the size of their 


‘mont has taken up the responsibilty for _making 
‘the people aware of the significance and advan- 


tages of « small family. In this paper sttempt 
boon made to. study the impact of existing 
‘socio-economic situation of the village on the 
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family planning behaviour of the villagers and 
to test whether the socio-economic variables ike 
‘economie status, level of education, family size, 
‘ex of children end nature of occupation have 


‘any bearing on the acceptance of family planning 
orm. 


Introduction 
Baramunds 


‘Scheduled Tribe population. This vil 
‘stitutes 9 totel number of 375 households and 
for the present purpose, the martied couples of 
child-bearing age are only taken into account 
‘which varies between 16 to 49 years of age. 
The following table indicates the number of 
‘maried couples edopted the birth control mossura® 
‘of diferent types. 


TABLE No. 1 


(Adopters of family planning by types of binh control measures) (1983) 


‘Types of birth contro! messures 


‘Adopters of Family Planning Programme 


Male Sto Female =— «to ~—SCTotal—SC« 

Total Total Total 
) @ ) co) © ) CO) 
Tubectomy ea ¥ 20 53 2 83 
Vasectomy (mene a4 % 8 24 
Copper T & Loop 6 6 16 

Ora pills ie ¥, i 

Condoms os 2 os 
Solt -precaution " 29 ‘ 1" 29 
21 55 25 69 a7 124 


‘This table indicates that 12°4 por cont of the total martiad couples have adopted tho family 
Planning measures of diferent types, sither permanent or temporary, while the rest 87-6 per 
cent are the non-adopters. Now in order to test the possible socio-economic factors which 
inhibit the non-adopter group from eccepting the small family norm, the follawing five types of 
responses have boon tested, es 


(Economie Standard—The economic standard of each martiad couple belonging to ago~ 
group of 16 t0 49 years, Is determined in terms of the per capita income of the membors of ‘the 
family. itis computed by the total income of the family divided by the total number of members on 
the bssis of units caleulated by Lusk’s eo-effclomt— 


Males above 14 years of ago V unit 
Females above 14 yeots of ago s+ 083 unit 
‘Malos and females between 10:10 13 years of ago s+ 083 unit 
Males and females botwoon 6 to 9 you's of age ++ 070 unit 
‘Males and females betwaen 1 to 8 years of age + 080 unit 
CChitéren below one year + 0°00 unit 


(Census of India —1969, Vol. XI-Mysore-Part-VI-Village Survey Monographs, No. 10, Pago-68) 


TABLE No. 2 
(Adopters and Non-adopters by per capita Income) 


‘Sl, Por capita income in ____Numbor of married couple : 

No. rupees Total Non-adopters Adopters % of Adopters to 
Total 
co) @ @ Oy ®) (6) 
ar) ee ” 31-00 
2° 1-70 100 10 1000 
3 71-90 » @ 56 8 126 
4 91-110 79 70 8 14 
8 11—130 ies a7 92 6 196 
6 131—180 28 2 5 180 
7 181-200 ar 16 6 286 
8 201 above 2 2 * 

‘This table indicates the porcontage of adopters to the totel number of married couples on the, asia 


‘of per capita income of each member of the f Hote family ie referred to moan the married 
Couples between the age-group of 15 to 49 years along with thoir unmarriod dependent children. tis 
ound that the soventh per eapite income group |. e.,181 to 200 rupees, have accopted the family 
planning programme st @ higher rate, |. ¢. 26°6 por cant and eleo tho loweet per capita income group ~ 
|, ©, 0-60 rupees, equally accepted the programme at « hia 30 por cont. The reason 
for their acceptance may be due to the fect that tho poople having lowest” par eapite income could 
Fealise the problem of economic liabilty with enlargemont of theit family and moreover these people 
‘also havo been allured by cash incontives given by the Government for thie purpose. The people of 
seventh income group have the solt-ealisation of tho benefits ofthe family planning progtamme which 
‘Sneourages. them to adopt the programme. Thay have not adopted it for cash incentive. But among 
‘other Income groups the degree of response is little low due to. tho fact that they consider binh as 8 
matter of godgift phenomenon and occur By chance rather than by human choice and volition 
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(i Level of Education—For calculation of the level of education of each manied couple the 
averege of the educational status of both the partners have beun taken into account 


‘The following tablo. 
Programme on the besh 


hows the percentage of couples who have responded to femily plenning 
‘of their educstional stander, 


TABLE No. 3 
(Adopters end Non-adopters by level of Education) 


Level of Education Numbor of Married couples 
Total Non-edoptore Adopters NO. of adoptore 
% to total 
) @ ®) “0 ©) 
iterate ms n 63 8 27 
Up to ard af n 0 13 170 
Up to Sth “a 127 108 19 150 
Upto 7th E 63 55 8 127 
Up to High Schoot x a 28 8 27 
College sf u 7 4 363, 
“Iris found ftom the above table that the couples having High Schoo! or College Educetion 
responded to the programme quite satisfactorly |, &. 21°7 pet cont end 363. per cent respectively 
wihilo tho ilierates showed less interest in the progremme which is evident from the percentegs, i.e, 
1127. 
(iit, Family Size—The fomily size hes boon catogorised into 4 categories depending on the 
‘number of persons found in a family; thoso are: Small family consisting of one child: medium family 
Consisting of 3 children; large family consiting of 5 children; and very large family coneisting of more 
than 5 children, 
TABLE No. 4 
(Adopters and Non-adopters by family size) 
Family size __Number of matted couples e; 
"4 ToialNon-adoptors —Adoptors——Porcantago of 
§ adopters to total 
a O) @) o) © 
4 Within + member wo 198 134 4 28 
Within 3 mombors cnet 128 " 79 
‘Within 6 mombers = Oh a7 27 324 
‘More thon 8 mombé 25 7 18 720 


This table reves 
‘mote offectively than the small size familie, and the reeson might be to check further enlargement. 
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(iv) Sax of Children—Usually the orthodox Hindus have a crase for male issues. So sex of 
Children, 8s one of the socio-ecohomic criterion, has beon selected in order to tost the response of 
the villagers to. this programme. For this purpose the households aro classified into 4 categories 
depending on the number of male ehild, such 2s no malo child, one male child, wo male children, 
fand more than two mele children, 


TABLE No. 5 
(Adopters and Non-adopteis by sex of children of the household) 


__Number of Martied couple 


Sox of Total Non adopters ‘Adoptrs Por cont of 

children edopters to total 
0) @ CO) (O) © 

No male child 124 121 3 28 

One male child ee) 3 8 o4 

‘Two mate children 73 2 " 77 


More than two mal 
children 


96 58 38 655 


| Iis found from the above table that tho couples having more than two mole ehlléren have 
‘adopted. the programme more than the couples having no male child, Thus it provee that the 
‘llagors have a craze for malo issuas, and this social factor dampens peopie’s interest In adopting 
family planning measures, even though many couples have been sutfaring from more number of 
fomote issues. 


(¥) Occupation is also necessary to ‘6st the porcontago of mattied couples who hive 

adopted family planning programme vis-a.vls thelt occupations. Tho occupations of th vilajom 
‘are broadly classified into saven categories, such os, labour, farming, sslaried employmant, busine 
stock-raising, hotel-keoping ond artisan and craftsman, 


| TABLE No. 6 


Occupation 


Fa 25 5 1618 
104 m2 8 97 

ma 9% 25 200 
67 56 ” 1626 

Hotel-keeping 4 2 2 800 

| Stocksting 2 2 ‘s “ 

i Artisan and craftsman a 23 4 148 


‘The couples having salaried employment, business and farming as thelr occupetion have 
fesponded at @ higher rate of 20 per cent, 16:26 per cent and 1613 per cent respectively, whi 
the percentage of response from the labour class is 97 per eant only, One exception to this analy 
‘i that the couples of hotelskeeping occupation whose number is quite few, have responded to. the 
norms of family planning which is 60 per cent. 


Analysis 

From the above tables it is found that better per capita income, occupation lke salaried 
‘employment. or business and educational. achievement could enlarge the scope of family plenning 
‘rogramme of the city as is evinced from the data collected from ths village. The responses of 
planning when compared among the coste Hindus, Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribe, it is found that the percentage of adopters belonging to Adivasi end Hanjen 
‘group are only 8'6 and 90 respectively which Is probably due to low per capita Income and 
Jack of formal education, 


The study mado in Kechanakupee village in Bangalore distiit of Kamateka State by Moull 
(1981) fits into Baramunda village situation, who hes stated that socio 

people can bring about better ratos of adoption of Fe 

‘the consciousness of birth contfol, the woild-wide por 
‘the socio-economic development if it has to widen its cllentols, In this connection, it may bo 
‘added that graduel exposure of the poople to city life through thelr interaction with urban. forces 
brought about some impact, atleast on the soclo-economicaly better off ones, who could eccopt the 
bith contro! measure #0 a8 to avoid the exlating ersos in the eociety while othors have felled to 
‘eccopt due to lack of socio-economic stamina and impetus 
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THE RELEVANCE OF TRIBAL SURVEYS IN INDIA 


‘Tribol societies have bean found In all parte of 
the wotld and thete has bean largest concontra- 
ton of tribes in India and Attica. According to 
1961 Consus, there were 212 diffrent 
India with @ population of 2988 million. The 
population inctessed to 36 million by 1970-71 (os, 
‘per 1971 Consus Report). By the year 1971, the 
‘otal population of the tibes in India was 7.02 
‘per cont of the total population of the county. 
‘Again the population increased to 51 milion by 
41980-81 (as per 1981 Census Report). And by 
1981, the total population of tribes in India was 
7-96 per cent of the total population of the 
county. The constitution of India has regarded 
‘those ‘girjans' as "Scheduled Tribes’ as per is 
‘Amtcle 342, by which they were made eligible for 
‘spocial provisions and facilities’. The various tribal 
‘groups in India are living in—(1) North-Eestern 
region—Nagas, Chatsi, Aaks, Limby, Kechati, 
Kululashaya, ‘Reba, Left, “Gurung. Mishmi, 
Michar, Gorochakma, Bhoiva, Delf, Abhoramid, 
‘to, in’ the. States of Assam, Nagaland, Tripura, 
Manipur, Meghsloya and NEFA, (2) Eastern 
‘and Central Region—Boiga, Gond. Ho, 
Bhumij, Kharia, Bhayen, Kendh, Maria, Ke 

In the States of Madhya Pradesh, Orissa 
id Bihar, and (3) Souther Reglon—Todo, 
Badege, Chenchu, Iulu, Kadukurubs, Jenuku- 
tubs, Mithuvan, Karikst, Chette, Godaha, Bhi, 
Kadar, Yorava, Kudiyu, Pordhi, Adavichonchs, 
Hornashikar, Soliga et. in tho Stores of Kerala, 
Kornotaka, Andhva Pradash end Tomil Nadu ? end 
many other tribes ore found. in Maharashtra, 
Gujrat ond Rajesthan, Thus, vibes in India axe 
cosmopolitan in distribution. Verious tribes. in 
India have often retained theie own cultural speci- 
ficties ond characteristics. Different tribal groups 
differ from one another in thoit population, 
pattern of distribution and cultural conditions 
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‘becouse of the ecologice! and geographical 
differences. Some wibos live in dense. forete, 
‘some in hilly areas, some in cosstal erees, somo 
Jn urban and rural areas and yet some other 
‘Groups are nomatic, semi-nomedic in nature 
without having any distinct locality to live in 


‘There cennot be 2 full-fledged, clear-cut 
<efinition, for the mesning and the concept of 
‘the tem ‘tibe'. In general totms, @ tribo may 
be defined cs an “indigenous, homogeneous 
Unit, specking a dislect (or sometimes the state 
language) having a common descent, living in @ 
particular gecorephic area, beckwerd in techno 
logy, prelierste, loyally “ebserving social end 
polities! customs based on kinship ‘This dfini= 
tion also holds good for nomedic end sem) 

‘nomadic tribes except for the fact that they will 
‘be nomedic in nature, Thus, tibal groups have 
‘Some common elements in ther life viz they live 
Jn @ common place, speak their own dialact 
(sometimes. the stote fangusge) and possens a 
olitice organization of their own. Their culture 

cultures, Tibes can 
“Community. Senti- 
‘ment"end “we feeling’ are strong in thom, Except 
afew, most of the tibel groups in India are 
Considered as “Primitive Societie’. Governmental 
‘efforts ore of course slowly bringing changes 
Jn the tribal societies. 


Most ef the tvibal socletice were eel-sutfe 
lent in nature for felily along petiod of time, 
But now many of them ate gradually coming 
under the influence of modem life, Huntin 

hing, euktvating, collecting honey, root, fruit 
nd vegetables were the common acthities of 
‘men. Weaving, basket meking, cooking, child. 
eating were the sctivitiss of women. Some 


‘women also used to go with their” husbands for 
collecting food. Barter system stl exists in some 
‘of the tribal sections. Majority of bibs! societies 
in India ara still p eliterate. societies having only 
‘2 few people educeted and emipoyed in various 
‘occupations. It also appears trom the reports that 
ddovelopment in all spects of life hes not been 
‘brought to the expected and accepted levels in 
all tibol societies even after 40 Yours of inde. 
Pendence of our county. Most of the tibe! 
‘societies. are largely traditional and. they. often 
iat Innovative changes. Such a phenomenon 
la mere 0 amongst interior, hilly ond forest tribal 
people. Wide spreed poverty is futher a gleting 
fact. Concommittant to poverty ‘and literacy is 
‘the problem of alarming rate of growth of popu- 
lation, which is further complicsted by statii- 
cation In tribal social 

roliglon, language, food mannetiams, tace, ete, 
All thege perhaps secount for the non-teeponsi- 
voness of the mejocity of our tribal people for 
‘modern velues. Under such a situation, develop 
‘ment for the purpose of cultural integration of 
the tribal sections into he broad, sacular, 
national culture is a herd task to be achieved. 


‘The Constitution of India hes accepted Soci- 
pattern of Sociaty 6c its ideal. It hae cso 
sted in its preamble that It aims” et creating 
#8 democratic society based on justise—eoclsl, 
economic and potical; liberty of thought, exptes- 
sion, belle, faith and worship: equality of status 
‘end ‘opportunity. Further, it aime at promoting 
‘amongst ll citizens fraternity, essuring the 
dignity of the individusl and unity of al forms 
‘of nation. It implies the erection of Soctaty tree 
{from ell forms of exploitation based om indi- 
‘vidual liberty, soctal solidarity end co-operstion, 
‘The government of India wants to. Bring about 
‘those chenges of all sections of people Including 
‘that of tibal sections through democratic and 
‘secular ways. But tribal people as elegy. 
polnted out, by and large are illiterate and 
Ignorant to respond favourably to modern values. 
So thero can not be progress of the tribal 
ociatie if all the tibal people do. not respond 
favourably by paticipating sctively In all the 
dovelopmontal activities of the county. Therotore, 
‘Our ‘fit duty will have to be to improve the 
mental lovel (awareness level) of the tribal 
‘people through 9 variety of programmes, for 
which it becomes necessary to undertake 
extensive and. intensivo surveys to understand 
the nature and structure of the tribal societies 
Including attitude of the tribal people towards 
different dimensions of social change, viz. 


" 


‘educational, social, economic, poltical, heath and 
‘sanitation religious end culture! eepects. Such sort 
‘of indopth end exhaustive surveys provide a grect 
‘doe! of deta on the basis of which different types 
‘of programmes can be formulated to Improve, 
the entire bese of the wibsl life. Gradually, 
over a period of time, when tribal peoples’ 
‘eworeness level stans Improving, tribel people 
shall understand the relevance of different 
ovolopmentsl progremmes and shall sleo part- 
cipste in the seme meaningfully. Such a 
‘meaningful participation shall infact, toke tribal 
‘tections a fong way in the process of moderni- 
zation. But the surveys undertaken by tho 
‘developmental exper in the beginning before 
launching any programme to get bench mark date 
‘should have beth the dimensions of horizontality 
and verticality covering all aspects of life, 40 
thet one may not face any sort of problem iator 
fon white formulsting programmes of diferent 
typet and st differen: levolefor the modernizetion 
cof different tribal societies. 


Educational aspects should include the nature 
‘of learning process es is going on in echeols; 
avallebiliry of physical facilities equipments, 
charts eid, library, play materials, school rooms 
with sufficient lighting 2nd _ventilction, drinking 
‘water, latrine and playground feoilites; act 


cexeminstion, 
‘medical exemination to children, mid-day meal 


arengements, dult educetion, 


rogremme, compulsory primary education— 
enrolment, wastage, stegnation, absenteaism, 
‘Concessions to various types of beckwerd children 
nd their dissemination: parent—teacher associ 
‘ion, school betterment committee, leaming 
difficulties of pupils, socic! backgrounds of 
Problem fecing children; teechers, — tholt 
quslfications, motivation to work es tecchers in 
Community setivties, problems of administration 
‘and supervision of schools. Educational aspects, 
should also include the working condition of non= 
{formal educations! insttutions—both official and 
voluntary ones. 

Social espects should include clan relations, 
Kinship practices, interaction, intermixing behevi- 
us, untouchabilty practised by other groups, it 
‘any, family types, status of women, marriage and 
Foloted aspects, omzmonts used, dress pettom by 
men and women of different age-groups, nature, 
‘structure, types and functioning of youth dormi« 
tories, languages spoken and individual or femity 
contribution towards the group/clan upliftment. 
‘To understend the socisl aspects of lfe of our 


ttibel people surveys should be undertaken to 
know—(1) Tho actual practices of tibal people in 
‘the sforeseld ereas; and (2) the awareness. about 
‘moder development in various social Institutions 
‘ith the reasons for either agceptance oF rejection 
‘of them both at the attitudinal and behavioural 
level 


Economie aspects of le should include various 
‘economic. institutions present in different tibet 
y—Post Office, Bunk, Shope of various 
‘types; Population of tribal eettements. (Includes 
both tbat vilagos and hamlets) —ineomewiee, 
Ccastewise, soxwiao, occupationwite, religionwiee 
‘and liocacywige; transportation ond communi 
‘ention faclitios—nature of roads, bue and. bus 
atop feces, pot, tegraph and telphone tcl 


‘animal sacfices 
lability of permanent 
Wise tlds, Important copa ‘end of 

products of different sribsl stess, quality and 
‘quantity of food production; industtial conditions: 
of diffrent tribal arece—small-scclo, targe-scale 
‘and cottage industries, their actual conditions, 
‘ualty and quantity of goods produced, marketing 
facilities; other traditional occupations —hunting, 
fishing, stone cutting, weaving, basket making, 
broom preparation and such other home Industial 
production; use of technological aid, if any, In 
Droduction, mixing of economic activities with 
toligion and magic, consumption pattern, use of 
ccurency, bartor eystem, conception of property, 
‘specialists, If any, in diferent economic activites, 
profiteering quality, if eny, and standords. of 
living of tribal people in different tribal 
Furthermore, surveys conducted to know the 
‘economic. conditions of tribals in different areos 
should alto inquire about the sctiviies of the 


mentation of various programm 
reaultant Impact produced on tha In 
‘addition, to undeistand the economic aspecte of 
tribal people better, attitudes of trbsle. should 
alto be known towards modern davolopments In 
economic institutions by which one can ito 
"ae the gull oF ha GHP borweon the. sthudnel 
tosponsos and actual behaviour, with the reasons 
{or holding of not holding modern attitudinal and 
behavioural patorne, 


Political aspects should include aepect lke 
primitive Government, law, criteria of Justice, wey 


fof sceking justice, traditional authority, the wey 
of enforcement of law, rewards end punishment 
measures in case of violation of eifferent lew, 
adult franchise (awareness and ectutl prectie), 
party system, kinship groups, basis of other for 
‘of groupism, wotking conditions of 
panchayats towards the development ef ti 
settlements with the type cf leadership in 


should Include 
‘teats, wator 
tanks, walls, tholr surroundings, lighting, venation 
In the houses; cleanliness of differnt individuale 
frequency of bathing and washing clothes, cloan- 
practices after attending to. nature 


ath of adults children, women and snimsls in 
various perts due 10 a variety of handicaps and. 
ditoases of various kinds Including epidemic 
vsilablity of health and medical fac 
ital, primary health centre, doctors, with 
other needed staff members, lady doctor for 
maternity section; actual. effectiveness of health 
Institutions and personnel in their work, medical 
‘shops and transportation. fevlities to the nearest 
places whore medicat facilities do exis, frequency 
‘of using modern health and other medical fects 
by the people: veterinary ayurvedic and indi= 
‘genous dispensaries; local herbs! medicines used 
‘commonly by one and zll on their own knowledge, 
0 of magic and sorcery in testing diseases) 
family planning practicos including indigenous 
availbiliy of local aayahs to help delivery 
‘cases; and food habits of different groups of 
tribal people. By studying the actual health and 
Sanitary practices, with reasons for not adopting 
‘the modern ways of improving health and sanite 
tion of the tribal people, one can get an idea 10 
Blan for the improvement of health and sanitary 
conditions of tribel settlements with the help of 
‘ultable programmes, 


‘The cultural conditions of ite should include 
aspects lke jatras, melss, exhibitions, samelanas, 
katho,synthotic at, activities ike 
{OUP oF collactve singing: plastic 
‘ike carving, modeling; graphic art activities. ike 
‘wing and painting: folklore—mythe, legend 
fables or tales, proverbs, riddles, puzzle, lavamis} 
fortivals and sanskaras (inition  coremonios) 
‘and sports, games and wrecting matches 
conducted as a part of cultural setiviies in t 
societies. Surveys conducted to know these 
30 reveal the importance of cultural activites 
in’ the life of tbat people (soctal 
religious and moral value). In addition, 
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‘one can also se@ the artistic aesthetic” creative 
fand constructive apilities present in our tribal 
people. By knowing the. positive end modem 

ox-Values present In the cultural dimension of our 

“© ral societies, efforts could be made to conserve 
‘uch values and also by knowing the traditional 
‘values prosont inthe cultural aspect of ie, 
‘ffors could also be made to change them 
towards desirable direction 


Religious aspects of life should include 
‘aspects auch as the Importance thet wibs! people 
hhold towards Gods, Goddesses, deities, concepts 
‘ike mone, bonga; types and the frequency of 
ppoojes (worships) offered; animism, animatism, 
{otemiem, naturalism, rligious rituals, ond. taboos, 
faith fo immortality of soul, faith in. rebirth, faith 
in. vatious moral principles, belot in ghost 
witches, practice of witcherft, magic, sorcery, 
balit in cuspicious and inauspicious days and 
situations, boliot in Gods and Goddesses 
‘the sources. of cating natural havocs 
belle inthe idea of visiting pilgrimages, belief 
in enim sacrifices and; impact of religion on 
daily fe resulting Inthe practics of values like 
benevolence, slmé-giving, forbearance, non-vio- 
once of dogmatiem, exploitation, laziness ond 
fataliem, violence and war, and demise and 
hated. An inquiry into all these aspects of 
‘wibal people reveal the oxtent of the influence 
ff religious values on thelr dally life-style. By 
knowing the traditions values. presont in the 
Feligious dimension of life, suitable efforts could 
bbe made to-change the tribal people's attitudes 
{and practices in positive directions. 


Surveys can also identity pathological conci~ 
tions of different tribal communities like crimes, 
disputes, conflicts, thefts, murders, robbery, 
dacoity, smuggling, drink oddiction, booger, 
juvenile delinquency, prostitution, human sacrifice, 
fomale infanticide and such others. The 
{dbntification of these conditions in different 
‘communities gives us the clue to pay more 
attention to those. groups which have sovere 
pathological conditions after thoroughly knowing * 
‘the roasons for the existance of such conditions, 


In all it can bo soid that tibet surveys cone 
‘ducted on the above mentioned dimensions of 
Ifo reveal the actual practices of the poop, 
thelr atiude towards various aspects. of social 
change with causes for olthor rosietance or 
‘acceptance of modern values, In other words, 
‘riba! eurveys will give us an idea of tho oxtont 
‘of the gull present between the attitudes and 
practices of our tribal people on various aspects 
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of lif, On the basis ofthe 
‘and long-term developmental programmes can be 
formulated to improve the tribal life. In other 
words, such surveys do provide the basis for pla 
‘lng and organization of developmantal actisiios, 
{mn addition to these, tibal surveys may also iden: 
tify certain Innovations present in the tribal 
Ifo (An innovation is a modem practi 
present in 0 tribal community which isin. fact 
‘absent among the #0 called, selt-ptoclaiming 
modern peopl 


surveys. short-term 


‘Tribal surveys conducted after a lapso of timo, 
alter the plans ate being implemented also raven! 
the effectiveness of the programmes of block 
dovolopment departments and. other voluntary 
agencies. In other words, tribal surveys will also 
bo of evaluative type to assess tho sot object 
and to replan for the future development. 


Tribal eurveys may bo of descriptive type ot 
explensiory type ot comparative type or of 
‘evaluative type or even case studies depending 
‘Upon the nature and scope of the surveys. 


Finally, it can be sald that in a country 
lke india which js committed to democratic way 
of living, changes will have to be brought about 
‘through peaceful wayé. Further, cach and every 
developmental activity should be directed towards 
‘the improvement of quality life of our wibal 
people, a6 we heve accepted the Ideal of Socili- 
Stic Pattern of Society which means thet thé 
fruits of development should spread equitebly to 
all sections of our population Including thet of 
the tibal sections, So an. understanding 
of the life conditions ofthe tribal 
people becomes very much essential to. launch 
{nd relaunch the programme to move out tribal 
sociotios towards the desired state of modemiza- 
tion, But the sony state of affairs in Indio. is 
that development efforts are not being attempted 
first by undertaking basic soclo-economic surveys 
‘of the above mentioned type in all sibel ar 


Development has beon often confused for econo 
‘mie uplitment only, And modernising our tibel 


{ull attention of “our dvelopmental 
‘al areas, which isin fact, very much evident 
by. tho’ conspicuous absence of a variety of 
programmes at differant lovels for allround dave: 
lopment in diferent tibal areas. And therfore, 
while formulating developmental schemes, the 
nature and the structure of programmes are boing 
coften dacided arbitrarily. And, that is howr 
‘many tribal developmental progremmes ere being 
‘mot with a lot of resistance as the tribal people 
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jot yet propared for new changes in many 
‘And in those czses where efforts are being 
made forcefully to implement the programmes, 
Itis seen that many programmes are contributing 
10 thedistorton in the life styles of our wibst 
‘communities and so many tibal communitiss. are 
‘on war path with the developments! officials. 
ur developmental experts and authovties should 
therefore not be very rigid enough to ask each 
‘and every tibal community to respond favourably 
like "a progressive tibal community” to. all the. 
‘developmental programmes at any particular point 
‘of time, a8 there may not be roadiness in avery 
‘community for a particuler typs of change, 
because of ‘cultural rigidities. In such cases, 
changes will have to be brought about very 
informally by providing waneponstion and commu: 
nication facilities, more avenues and opportunities 
for mobility, so: that people get exposed 0 
‘modern values on thelr own end thus change 
‘process slowly sets in on its own. And sain, In 
Certain tribal communities, if their is positive 
‘egponse for a particular modem value oF a set & 
‘of modern values which is being proposed by 
‘the dovelopmental experts, may be because 
fauch a proposed value or a sat of valuce isin 
‘consonance with their alveady existing culture, 
fone should not take it for granted or be 
Jn haste to jump into the conclusion thet 
to chang tho wibel people towards other 
‘moda:n values on other dimensions of life 
orto change even other tibsl communities 
‘on all dimensions of life In relatively an easier job 
for a tribal community which might respond 
{favourably to one set of modern values may” not 


respond similaily for other modem value on 
‘other dimensions of life. Therefore, unless tho 
intetinkages of various foctors "10 different 


dimensions of life in different tibel communities 
‘are understood in a very holistic fashion. no ono 
will be in a position to suggest 2 suitable formula 
‘of phased and planned developmental _pro- 
‘grammes for any particular community. Thus, 
‘to datermine the types, avel_and_ the intensity, 
‘ot various devslopmantal programmes to be 
plonned and implemented ina phesed manner 


‘one has to take the help of holistic or anthtopo- 
logical studies. Block development departments 
should take the responsibility of conducting 
indopth case studies to know where tibal 
societies of ther jurisdiction stand in the proce 
of social and cultura evolution. In al 

be scid thet to know the love of 
sions of life, level of readiness for change, 
hhoidles that would come in the process of 
bringing about change and to plan and replan 
‘suitable developmental _programmes—extonsive 
‘end intensive studies of tribal communis, are 
1 dire need of the dey. And without the. bas 
{and supfort of such tibsl surveys, develomental 
forts would be often zig-zag-haphezerd, unsysto- 
‘matic, unscientific, directionless or even mis- 
directive, monfocussing, untimely or even 
distortve. Such undirected or misdirected 
‘ctivties would only result in a lt of westages 
of tims, energy and etforts of poople vt various 
levels, further creating the problem of cultural 
Integration of the tibel sections to the nations! 
‘sveam of msin culwre, Thus, only proper plane 
ning and implementetion of the developmental 
Drogrammes which have the sound besis of 
‘extensive end intensive tribal studios (surveys) 
‘can only help various tribal societies to more 
towards the dosired stat of tribal modernization 
—cultural integration. And say improper 
planning and/or execution (without the basis of 
‘empiricl studies) as. is being often done in 
‘many tribal areas of our country will not only. 
fall to bring about the needed change and dove- 
opment but wil also give rise toa site of 
‘aversion in the minds of vibel people for stray 
evelopmental programmes (economic benefit 
schemes). And in that e88e the countty. cin 
hardly hope to succeed in the process of cultural 
integration of the tribe! people ito the stam of 
‘broad, seculor culture in the years to come. 
‘Therefore, conducting extensive and intensive 
tribal surveys to understand all aspects of tribal 
life with all the minute details In all areas ie an 
lurgent need of the doy, to take our trib 
‘communities « long way in the process of heod- 
ong modernization. 
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A note on 
Institutionalized Bond-friendship 
among the Tribes of Orissa 


Introduction 

‘Most of our relationships are. chained with 
socialties and kinship structure of the society. 
‘Tho relationships may be consanguineal, atfinal 
‘or fictive but they have their social_ mesning in 
‘their respective fields. On the whole, they give 
{an institutional frame on which the social obliga- 
tlons ate clothed 


Social Institutions encompas the criteria tke 
‘erttoriel obligetions, age-set systems, political 
‘and ritual associations etc. They sre patterned 
‘through kinship obligations and relative senctions: 
of a given society. Kinship structure provides 
‘some restrictions end binds relationship which is 
direct and has limit to certain extent, but bond- 
‘riendhip extends litle farther and frame the 
Ingtitutionelized mode which is mote obligstory 
tether cumpulsive. Agsin the ftiendship Is 
incidentel end may or may not carry any cste~ 
‘monial or ritual performcnces but it ls permanent 
‘unike other institutions of the society. 

It wes Mondelbeum (1836), who reported 
bout anew pattetn of relationship which was 
‘wimed 8 institutionalized friendship. Accord 


{0 his repost, the friendship among the Pla 
Gree. Americens. which involves Doth the 
families in brotherly relationship continuing 


boyond. the death of one of the friends. But 
‘auch typo, lacks some expressive quality with 
‘other societies without having ony ritual eole- 
mniaation. But the friendship which oftun wo 
‘may come actos hat is ritual. friendship. 
Inmay be termed og” eotemonial friendship oF 
bond-friendship, 


none sense, instittionalized tiemdhip ts 
rather’ ki 


like or consanguiniol. It cartes 
f obligations as do tho kin group 
‘The taboo relating to sex food 
commensality end joking and reciprocity of 
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system 
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kinship terminology, observing the similar status 
‘0d. prestige, dfferentistion and respect accord. 
ing to one’s age and gex, in each other's society 
‘and the other type mercy carries the obligation 
between the so celled friends not beyond their 
fespective family members. Prof. K. Maha- 


26 Ritual 
ship’. He 
‘gave the distinction between the two os in one. 
42 stronger tie is symbolized through the obll- 
‘gctory Of observing situs! pollution at the time 
fof bith or desth in the other friend's family 
where es in the other, the involvement of the 
femilies is confined merely giving or receiving 
of oi 


Relating to 
stated in the seme article thet 
Iindividucls enter into 2 ritual compact. to 


maintain an enduring relstionship of a kin-like 
‘order other then mertloge”, 


(1) So far es this paper is concemed it 
oes not bring into forum to Identify the 
relative term rather, « sketch of friendship which 
has instzutionsl solidarity though certain social 
Obiigetory bonds between different tribal 
Societies of Orissa. (i) Again thie discussion 
oep aside the friendship which framed relating 
10 kin-bond end which hos ultimately become an 
atfei of kin-obligstion (il) It sleo emphaeieee 
fon the nature end typeof friendship which 
‘otiginaiy brought in. by means cf ceremonies, 
fituale obligations end mutucl exchange of gifts 
fand feth by which the bond cets e¢ en instu- 
tion among the tribals of Oris, 


‘The following definitions mey cerry the 
‘necessary mesning to identity the bond-friendehip 
‘of ritualriendship of coremonial-fiendship 86 
‘an institution. 


While defining institution, Malinowski stated 
‘that “Itisas the social arrangoments. thet cen 
bbe said to meet needs and therefore, have 
functions and. an institution was for him, a 
‘complex of organized activites in which parti 
‘cular persone are expected to co-operate” 
Ginsberg also noted in the similar tone that 
Institutions. ore definite and sanctioned forms 
‘or modes of restionship between social beings 
In eepect to one another of tosome «external 
object” AB per W.G. Sumner’s view “the 
structure of a social institution consists of 
personnel, equipment, organisation and ritual”. 


Bond-friendship is therefore, on institution 
which confines tho needs of man and tho 
‘society, enables people to satisfy their needs. in 
‘an orderly way. By this the frend receives. the 
onfirmity to. enter into one another's soclo- 
cultural life, extend hands in soclo-religious 
functions help each other in one another's 
economic or financial crises ond perpetuate 
‘the bond by means of ‘th, obedience, respect 
‘and means of reciprocity, though they coment 
‘the bond through rituals end symbolizations 
(which carties faith with objects). Bond- 
{flendship may be stopped at the death of others 
for pull down at ny moment duting one's life 
time. or handed over generation to generation 
‘tll then it caries some moral ssnetions between 
‘the families. Bond-triendship is therefore, an 
Institution clasp through the life style of the 
‘wibal and continues til to day. 


‘The essence of Bond-friendship 

1. In most cases ritual friendship is besed on 
‘mutual attractions, affections and voluntary 
‘choice between the two contrasting pertons. 
‘Such choice may be extended up to the personal 
‘endeavour, Necessity and the act of mutual 
‘Obligations. In some societies it follows ritual or 
‘ceremonial practices where Evanspritchard called 
‘28 ‘Conditional Couree’ Mahapatra (1968) called 
28 ‘Crisis Kinship’. Whatsoever, it rolates to 
‘come rtuel preaices only to strengthen the bond 
‘between the friends and they mado some object 
‘witness (sakhi) of their making of friendship, 
When they like to bteak up such rolationship 
‘due to some mutual disturbances, (like lose of 
faith, disobedience) they usually go. for similar 
ceremonial practices or simply detach the tle 
which was established during thei friendship. 

2. Friendship ie established during lfferent 
‘Reeds of life, euch as economic eles, political 
‘need, religious functions, etc. It ie also established 
{for mutual help, co-ordination and merry-meking. 


3. In another case it mey simply establish by 
‘a mutual gift just to find a friend, tk may 
tetrict t0 Sex or extend between the sexes, Tho: 
resented git very well refers to their techno- 
‘nymicel notation towards each other. Howove 
such tie may not be 8 cementing bond between 
‘the two friends, it may bieck without ary. re8son 
‘or explanation 


4 Another type of bond which is very. keenly 
‘nstiutionalived in twibal society is ‘Babu’ 
relationship. The tribals may often ceme in 
Contact ith middlemen, contractors, petty 
traders, or'the lower level workers of th 


teachers, researchers or certain outsiders on 
whom they can establish faith of getting help at 
‘one's time of need. 


5. There ete tribs! communities in Orissa who 
‘make such rituel-frienés keeping In a view to 
establish alliance relationship. The friends may 
{ct 88 prospective fether-in-lew of their children 
fof the two friends may act 28 prospective 
‘spouses. But in every case itis not @ binding 
Principle. 


‘The following discussions ate nothing but 
the analysis of the ebove facts In different tribal 
‘communities of Orisss. 


Beiga 

The Beiges establish rituel frondship just 
‘88 the Hindus. They have a highly developed 
‘organization of friendship. ‘Phul’ friendship 
is the most distinctive form of rolationship 
‘established and maintzined through shuale and 
‘moral obligations. The Bsiges have a simpler 
ritual of admission. Two friends mey be going 
through the forest, or the fields; they foel 
‘sudden wave of affection for one nother. 
‘They ick a flower, a creeper, some vegetable, 
ut it over each’ others ears, and greet each 
‘other bY the appropriate néme. The name most 
refer to the flower, creeper or vegetable wh 
‘one offers to the other. They originally. addres 
feach other in the ‘name viz. Kodon-Kor 
Char-maur, ul 


‘respers. After which they observe a. ritual 
before the vilege deity in order to make the 
deity 2 witness. They declared about thelr 
{riendship in each others village and mado 
‘known to the family members, 


Bhumij 

jhumlj establishes 9 type of friendship 
which Is known e= ‘Babu’. It necessarily 
carries ritual functions or simply an affair of 
‘establishing 8s such. Sometimes they make 
ftiondshio with the petty taders who peddle 
their goods in the intotlor tribal stess or even 
With the herdman who tend thelt cows “and 
buffaloes and sojoun in the hills and jungles 
‘of the tribal aroas for rich posture, The 
tribesmen have often to exchange some of their 
products In the villages or weekly markets slong 
the fringe of their tribal arses. Sometimes the 
tribesmen also have to tak a loan of grains 
‘or garn money from the creditors in the nearest 
villages. By this they etabish 9 rolationship 


may not carry any ritual 
then i meintaing the mode of 
‘olidarty and confirmity of mutual foith and 
‘obligation betwoen the non-kinbased individuals. 
Prof. Sinha also noted that most frequéttly 
the ritual relations were established with the 
Manto Casto ot agrculturists, who had 
advanced in their status towards Kshetriye Verna 
a vee nomial and wey eee 


‘2 means of gaining social prestiga 
‘and some psople utilize the fhiendship 2s a 
‘means of gaining land fiom the fiend” 


relationship in Orissa, 
Their principle is very similar to the Oraons. 
When the two boys perceive a stiong attachment 
for each other and desire to make the bond 
Peimanent, thoy enter into a form of antici 
friendship ‘with the spprovel of gheit parents. 
‘They call their ritual fiend e Phal” (@ flower) 
‘while they make such friendship they usually 
‘tick flowers above each other's ear, clasp 
‘each other in e cordial embrace, call each other 
‘my flower” ond swoor stomal —triondship, 
‘Mutual feasting and prosont of clothes to esch 
‘other follow elther on the seme day or on a 
subsequent dey. 


Anothor type of friendship which ie preva- 
Yent among thom Is vory situslstc fn. mature, 
‘According to them it is known as Karemdair 
and Jtiadait. Tho Keremdair essociatod with 
Karam festival and established on the very day 
‘of the festival, In which ingteed of flower they 
‘stock a Kerem leaf (a tres) above the ear. Sii- 
larly inthe Jitia Puja, “Jitiadsir friendship” le 


lestbllshed between the two frends. Duting this 
Puje tho two friends sweer with ajtia leet and 
the friondship is solemnized before « branch of 
the Jitia tee on the very dey. They regard it e@ 
very euspicious and they do not want to bieck 
‘such type of friendship during nes'ife time The 
‘Wo friends fitorcct with one end others social 
|ifé end they fect «8 a dignity to invite the friend 
In one anothe’s socio-cultural functions, 


Digayi 
Dideyi perpetuate their tiendship through 
certein conditions and ceremonies, According 
‘to Evanepitchard, euch type is known #8 Condie 
tional Course. “THE friendship relatos to somo 
ritual practices only to strengthen the bond bot 
ween the fiends and they made certain objects es 
witness (Sekhi) of their reletionship, When 
ritual friends mosst, bresk a pleco of thfead to 
rnounce their tives will breek ke threed. It 
Is expected when there is mutual quattel or 
disobedience of faith ari. Howover, it may 
Involve some supernetutal sctions end bel 


Dongaria Kondh 
“Sei relationship is a type end perpetueting 
bond smong the Dongeria Kondhs of Niyamgil 
Hills. It is msinly the people of szme age-group 
establish ‘Sei'reletionship for which ceremonial 
‘and occasional presentations are exchenged, 


‘The type which is prevailed among the 
females is known 26 “Adi”. The bond friends cell 
each other 86 “SILURBANI though they are 
eddressed differently. by theit parents. ‘The 
Dongaria establish such friendship with the Dom 
‘people in the locality. It ls established ceremoni= 
‘ously with the exchange of gifts and countet- 
ifs. It is establishod in order to have a bottor 
‘compromise with the other communities, with @ 
view to exchange help st their needs. 


Gadaba 
‘The Gadabos are goneraly cleeped with o 
variety of friendly tes. It intrcates into the social 
‘et work of the tribe et various levele. It mi 
‘tains en institutionel stetus, by perpetuating the 
‘bond, extending social ties and reltionships. 
‘The bandhu relationship i non-kinbeeed and 
{wosted in the manner a8 ordinarily a friend bos 
haves. tn thelr bandhu relationship they make 
‘casual friends and setious friends which originelly 
itfer from eech other trom its morality es well 
1 degree of intensity. The bond-friendship or 
ritualflendehip is established betwoon two 


‘unrelated persons, undergo. some ritual end bind 
‘themselves. to maintain the friendly relations 
with al sincerity. 


‘The estabishmont of frlendship starts just 
by an offering of Bid" or exchange of salutation 
{0 each other which ultimatoly extends to the 
‘mutual exchange of gifts between the two foimat 
friends. “Matta relationship is generally osta~ 
blished by some ritual performances and osth 
taking before local deity. It is such typeof 
folationship which ls not resticted to. the two 
jonds but oxtands betwoon the families, groups 
villages and even betwoon the coste peopl 
‘They remarked the village os “Malta’. village oF 
‘Bandhu' village. Such type of friendship has a 
greater ritual sanctity and has a permanent value 
‘the society, Braking up of such relationship 
‘0 bringing pause to the continuance of the rulo 
‘of conduct would lead to vengeance of 
‘eupornatural. 


Its established by each member of a parti= 
‘ular generation, take mombers of the cortespon- 
‘ding generation as. his “Maitre. Tho kinship 
terminology alzo arranged in the similar fashion 
botween the two Malta familice, and henceforth 
the members cell each other and behave just like 
‘single family. They visit each other's hou 

‘not a¢ 0.case of compulsion but valued the 
fociel_ or moral obligation. prevailed inthe 
family. They behave informally (not as 2 kin 
‘momber) in each others festive occasions and 
social ritual lke birth, marriage, death. and rec 


pirocates in each case very cordially. Hore, 
_ though, the telaonship from the  outskiet 
‘seeme fotmal but the reciprocal behaviour 


ompuleoty and played the most distint and 
dignified role in thelr social ie 


‘They have another type of friendship _ which 
a established at individual level canbe 
‘grouped in two typee—the unisexual and bi-sexuat 
bond friends, Tho torminology tlating to such 
type of ftiondship aro Maitar, Sangota of Babu. 
Tho establishment of “Sangata-Maiter” tolations 
ship is very simplo and in the samo cases poronts 
{ake initiative to establish such relationship. They. 
tually soloct the man who has good caliber in 
certain aspects ike dance, music, ote. They 
startod this relationship of sangata-moitar when 
‘the two partnors work end play together, either 
at tho timo of going to the forest for wood oF 
ft tho timo of visiting the villages of Bandhu 
Girls (potential mates) for dance or memy- 
‘making, This relationship is very much confined 
‘0 the vilage of nearby villagos of the Wibals, 
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‘They also astablished such seletionships occesio~ 
nally with the outsiders and especially with 
known caste people, who have certain distinc» 
tions of thelr own and from whom they can 
learn sorrething. They usually termed therm os 
Babu". 


‘Babu frondship 's somehow lacks ritual 
‘sanctity. It Is. based on mutual love, noblo 
{alings, momentary galn, help. or faith. 


stablighod bofore 
‘matiicgo end after marriage, However, such 
relationship is not « case of compulsion, rather 
In most ceses boys and gils mako such typeof 
friendship when they came in contact with one 
‘another in feetvels, market, forests, work (wage 
labour), natives house, dancing expeditions, 
‘occasions! meotings, etc. In. this relationship 
ritual performances are not mandatory but mutual 
foxchange of gifts and money is nocossar, 


Jhodia Pors) 


‘Making of friends and perpetuating the stax 
bilshed bond is tated at an aspect of social 
life among the Jhodis Porsja. Friendship. can 
‘bo established within the sexes ond in between 
the two eexes. It also may or may. not. follow 
‘any specifiad ceremony. But it eventually 
follows a specific bond in botwoen the fiends. 
‘The bond is established with faith, obedience, 
‘and reciprocity of “relative behaviours through 


‘mutual obligctions. It may linger of break 
‘at the midstump. 
Jhodia Potala originally have friends with 


corisin motives. They make ‘semudi relationship. 
‘Samudi is originally tested as prospective father 
in-law of thoirchildron. {tis not 90. mandatory 
to givo hande of their children in marriage, but 

that motive through 


‘The other type of bond-frlendehip Is ‘Salt 
relationship, In thls ‘lationship when the two 
Persons are engaged to make friend. thoy 
criginaly exchange aitts among themselves 
Ifthe flend’s economic standard is good then 


he hae {0 glvo earve, rings, bangles, ear rings, 
‘te. It depends on ‘his capacity and. wiling- 
hese, The prospective friend may also exchango 


‘itis. In this regerd the prospective git friend 
Give garments, rings, After thie they have to give 
feast oF distribute sweets among the villagers 


ortho elderly mombors who virally act as 
witness of the two new friends, It may or 
may not follow any ritual offorings. If so ase 


‘thon they. eall for tho priest who perform the 


puja before. the vilage deity. “Phul”, “Babu” 
‘Sai" and “Sangata” aro the technonymical 
‘terms prevailed among the two friends of the 
‘ribo, 


Munda 
‘Sangata", “Malta” 

‘Mundas (Haneda) 

In thelr social ito, 


Folationship among the 
jardod as most auspicious 
‘Tho cstablishment of such 
tolationship is cortainly a dignified effair_ among 
the frands. Such teationship Is not restricted 
to thelr o#n community rather it extends to the 
‘thor caste communities and $0 also to other 
‘uibal communities. They oxchange gifts and. 
perform puja before tho village dolty In order 
‘to perpetuate the bond. This type of friendship 
has no relation with kin-obligations, 


Oraons 

Artitical ot coremonlal friondshi 
astounding feature among the Or 
thing Is. that they donot confine such relation 
to thoi own tibo, rather they oxtand it to othor 
‘vibe and castes, Most of those ‘olations aro 
folomnized on ‘any festive or convaniont day 
‘with exchange of proventations in the preaonc 
‘of the elderly members of the vilago. Tho 
10 pest plays the most pivotal role in 
‘establishing such friendship. The new friends 
then foed arch other ond addroes with some 
fenduting names which was selacted at. tho 


ceremony. Tho Orson boys friends 
‘Gangoia", ‘Sang! ‘Mahapr hut 

In caso of gles “Gajemuga’, ‘Satin, ‘Karamdola’ 
However, these ceremonial. relationships has 


ater social significance and the poopla give 
Ie the Institutional stotus, it not only binds 
tho two friends but also extends the code of 
mutual relationship in tho fields of social 
fast co-operation and intimacy, eciprocotes 
‘itt in various coremonial occasions, etc. This 
folationship extends also up to the family level 
‘where family affection and respect is Intr- 
changed. 


Santa! 

Rituel friendship oF coremonial triondship is 
‘an Important factor betwaon boys oF glils, man 
‘and woman in cementing socisl solidarity and 
extending the right ofthe individu 


‘Tho Santals ate vory fond of making tiendship & 
they meke friends with outsiders end_also within 
the tribe to streamline thelr social. tos unlike 


18 


kin-membore, Ritual-rlends or bond-frlends 
‘10 eated as such and given more priority and 
prestige In diferent socal functions. 


‘Santal_filendship_emong boys is formlised 
In thro Instiut‘ons, The most. importent is the 
‘Phul" friendship end alliance known os *Kermu 
Dharmu. They usually follow a vety_pscull 
‘custom in making this type of friendship. 


‘When two petontial friends agreed to moke 
filondship then they attend to each other with 
friends. Each takes s brees plage with some 
‘woot, a flower garland and a cloth. They mostly 
‘moot tome eusplcioue days of tho tribe like mela. 
When the mola Is ovar each gatlands the other 
fand gives him oll ho hes brought. The witness 
then ratify the alliance by sharing the sweets, 
However, such friendships ere folly common in 
this society. 


‘Anathor Important friendship is Kelmu Dhatmu, 
Tho Santale observed “Dong ua Karma” 
festive which Is known 0s. *Kormu Ohermu’ 
‘The festival is observed only cee In each five 
your. During such a festive occasion two une 
tmattiod boys aro called. Keimu and Dharmy ond 
Continue in this roo untll thoy ato martiod. Thoy 
hhave to Inform about thelr tlond-making to tho 
hhondmon (Manjhi) and oro givon meal, Thie 
‘moal ratifies thelr ritual tHondship and give 

‘guarantoo to tho te of permanent bond borws 
tho frionds, tis regarded ae « comenting bond of 
‘the two frlonds In their future Ife, During. this 
timo the itual friends are vory helpful to each 
cothor and involve in one another's life. very 
closoly which help them to build « polished 
ing idoalogies betwoon thom 
bondl-‘rienship continues not to 
formalitios but it stoamiines thoi 
mode of conduct in the society. If occason 
domands, the fronds help. each others financial 
herds, moot wedding expenses, help oach othor 
in cultivation and lend each other plough, cat, 
thoy rely to each othor' aid at birth, sickness oF 
dath, and ésaist each other with loons that are 
{oo of intorost. Howovor, all thelr transcetlons vory 
strictly confined to the two ritualized. trends and 
It doce. not extend to other eletives or even to 
their childron, The friendship is fee from any 
type of legal bondage, and no effect to one 
‘another's inherited propert 


‘Tho other comenting bond p! 
society is known as “Jom-nu- 

“Baha phul” for gis. This type ie not attonded 
‘with ritual end is more @ description of a fact 


‘than a formal relationshi . The friendship is very 
‘oceesional and the te lasts 2s long 2s the other 
Wishes. It le not 2s enduring 2s martisge 9s final 
fas death. The "jom-nu-gate,” or “beh phot” 
Telationship Ie framed when two fiends began to 
{90 about together—to weddings, festivals end 
‘moles—when they are always seen eating and 
drinking from the same plate and bowl, people 
‘stort to call them as such. Obviously such tiend- 
thip dooe not caries any obligation, legality, or 
feconomic aid. But if they reciprocate in the 
‘above mannor It is not thet hetmful 


Unlike boys, the ils in Santal_ society also 
‘coment theit friendship. The Santal gitle do 
practise the eome principle lke boys in meking 
‘phul' end ‘karemdar’ friend. The two unmaried 
Quis exchange prosonts, sweets and garlands ot 
{2 mela in the presence of their friends and 
became friend. 


Howevet, this friendship obligation is very 
{important in the matter of emotional support and 
domestic aids. The friends give presents to each 
‘other such aé litle rings oF bangles, put flowers 
Teach other's hair, and sometimes exchange 
clothes. At a wedding, the bride gives her 
‘phul of Karamdar, a necklace of flowers or beads. 
‘Astor martiage both of them visit each othe. attend 
‘wolddings together in their villages. of go 10 
each other with presents at the festival of 
‘Sohrae’. They retained good intimacy and help 
‘each other in thelr crisis. Their friendship is 
‘mores declaration of affection, 3 public 
‘announcement of youthful love than a pact of 
mutual aid. 


The bridge of such relationship carries a 
polished socisl harmony. A ritual friend is 
‘entitled to do and act according to the norme 
‘and customs prevailed in the society. They 
have to reciprocate inthe similar fashicn and 
pay respect to the relatives of each other's 
family. They also obey the family taboos. and 
prohibitions relating to thelr social rolationshipe. 
However, this reiationship_ affects only the parties 
thomsolves and does not act as a bar to inter~ 
‘mariage of their children, 

Conclusion 


Ite needless to say that the study of bond- 
friendship is mostly neglected one, which has 
its prime role in maintaining social solidarity ina 
‘Community. However, the need to analyse this 
‘28 an institution i now widely felt emong 
different social scientists. Such relationship le 
designed in different names, viz. Instituto 
lized. friendship, ceremonial tiendship, ritual 
friendship, bond-tiendship and ritual or fictive 
Kinship. But it boas a separate identity in 
ifferent societies in ll over the world. Inthe 
‘countries ike Novth Ametics, South America, 
Melanesia, New Guinea, africa and india, it 
carries the institutional recogntion among the 
‘tibals. So far as this type of study is concerned 
thes not reached its meturty inthe soll and 
reeds » wide range of investigstion in all shores 
‘of socio-cultural life of people, itrespective of 
tribe or caste. Aiyappen (1971) and Mabapatra 
(1968, 1969) hes given a valucble contribution, 
but itis very insufficient and need extensive 
study in otder to elominste the contrasting and 
confusing characteristics by discovering the real 
content of bond-riendship, 


“+ Third World Anthropology and the 


A discttion on dimensions of Third Wold 
“Aithropology and related sciences woe organised 
by the Futurology- Commission of the Internationel 
Union cf Anthropolegleal and Ethnolagicsl eci- 
cener’ oh 111M August: 1987 In the committee 
‘room ef Indian Sclonce Association, at Czleuta 
“Prolessor B, K. Roy Burmen, Chalman, Fulu'-logy 
‘Commission, Dr. A. Ky Dando , Director, Anthropo- 
Togiec! Survey of Indie, Profesor Amiteva Bono 
‘of Indien Statistic Insite, Professor Buddhodeb 
‘Chaudhry f tho Centte of South Aslan Studies, 
Galeutta University, Or. Sabita Sarkor of Indian 
“Musoum, $11 R; Mutsudl, Journalist and Member 
‘of Indian Academy. of | Social Sciences, Dr. 
Samar Kor of Indion Science Association end 
Dr, Satya Cheknavarty of -Anthrcpologieat Suivey 
€@f India participated in the discussion, 


laliating tho discussicin Professor Roy Burmen 
stated that Third Woild Anthropology should not 
bo considorod as aithvopilogy practised by the 
fnthiopolegiste of the Third World Counties 
‘only, Through its growth bistory cnthropology 
hed dovolopad, West-orlentod biew not only in the 
‘gubjoct matters of stady but also In intopretation 
Cf situatione. For lnstinco while in toms of the 
‘ophiatieg advenced. by many scholars of the 
West, the Third, World Counties ore generally 
oscrbed 08 tradition bound end the others. ore 
‘moden.. Professor Roy Burman provided illustro- 
tions ta show that thro is hardly any qualitative 
Jifforance between tho. two. Chiy the West 
‘would trequontly uso the torm convention instead 
fof tradition in thole cas 

Whew many in the contimporsry world speak 
of Thi Woild Anthrorology it ié in the context 
‘f recognition of the need of introducing correct- 
ives to the historical bies, eo that @ now synth 

‘can take placo and a globelly relevent science 
fof man may emergo, 

Professor Roy Bulman also clarified thet 96 
anthropology “tries to be holistic in its epprozch, 
it istelated not only to othorsocial scionces but to 
the bio-physical ‘sciences es well, For instance 
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Related Sciences : The Issues 


anthropology ean not ignore the implications. of 
oder dovolopment in electronic. technology. 
‘Some You's ago a report came out in a scientifc 
Journet that research I moving ina divection 
when miero-chips cei in future bo pleated in 
hhuman breine and mutual communications would 
‘be possible evon without spoken words. Ths, if 
‘tue, raises quostion of philosophical nature 
Humon beings would then lntoract with one 
fincther 68 programmed entities and mesning 
of individuality and dignity of men would have 
{to be roconsttucted. Av its, computerisation of 
personel data of individuals, is emerging in. some 
Counties «a 0 threct to tho privacy of individuals. 
‘This doos not moen thet technokegy ' not to be 
aveloped but it means that inatutionel. trem 

‘work and communication tretegy both in content 
fand procots ato simultancously developed. and 
‘the Third Woild Counties, who aro still to 
possess much of vosted intoret in these mattra 
Would heve to sley crucial roles 


Prof, Roy Burmon then refered 10. the now 
cchallong’s which aro. buing faced by enthropo: 
legy. Anthtopologiats legitimately claim pride 
‘of plece In thelt concern for micro-studles and 
fiold investigitione, This Ie both a sourcos of 
strength and weekness for anthropcluay.  Micro- 
tudice may provide date for humeriterian 
‘activites, But there is a ditforence betwoen 
humenitarieniem and humanism, Unless the 
mmicro-studioe oro related. to macro-situetion 
‘the human meaning of the insights gain 
thiough tho micro-studios may bo lost, So for 
8 the Third World Countries ate concerned there 
are two. fundemental realities on Nationst_and 
Intersstions! scales. For some tim 
World Countries ate. demanding and pe 
‘a Now Intsmotionsl Economic order, in which 
lunequel terms of exchange of gocde and 
services between edvanced —_industrilieed 
‘counties, end the newly independent countries 
would be eliminated. But the industrially 
‘advanced countries particulaty of -cepitalist 


crientatica, and the imernsticnsl agencies under 
their effective contiol are tying to promote 
minimum needs progremma in the Thind World 
Counties. Many perceive these two in a 
dialectical relationship. The Third World 
fotiented socal scientists (aot merely the sock 
Sclentits of the Third World Couns 

inthe given World situation wansfor 
technology means fot the First World counsies, 
Consolidation cf the edvantages of technological 
‘development inteinally and exteralistion ef the 
isadvontages inthe vulnerable ports of the 
‘world, Hence without change in. the pattern of 
Intemetionel relations technological development 
‘will only accentucte globe! inequalities. On the 
‘other hend, many In the other perts of the world 
Sincotely believe thet there are considerable 
Inequclios and exploitative structures | and 
institutions! toppings In the Third World 
counties. The New Internetionel Economic 
fder, thet the Thied World Counties are 
clamouring for, rally symbolise the aspirations 
fof the elites of these countries and will load to 
‘the pauperisation of mess of the population in 
the same countries. They consider the basic 
needs programme os the panacia 


This controversy raises sovora issues of 
cal anthropology, bio-culural basis of human 
if, culture dynamics end £0 on. 


[At the micro-leval the humanitarian content 
fof the basic noeds programme, _panticular 
those related to such needs for man’s survival 
‘food, shelter, health care education ate 
‘unassailable, Gut many in the Thitd World 
‘coumtries feut that these programmes may also 
provide cover for siphoning off resources by 
‘rult-nationol conceens with the help of local 
Compradore, Thus these programms may serve 
8 diversion ftom the task of bringing sbout 
‘a New. International Economic Oxder. They 
flso feel that oven inthe Third World coun- 
{ties there is a symbiotic relationship between 
‘minimum needs programme (putely in physical 
terms) and consurteriem end consequent 
Cultural and environmental dagradstion. Where 
th minimum noeds are not satisfied. through 
reorientation of the entre production system 
‘but through wolfare programmes out of the 
surplus generated through the operation of an 
‘expletive eystem, the international collsbors- 
tore of the’ excloitative system, ate, by virtue 
(of their involvement in the economic end 
political network, wedded to consumetiam, and 
promotion of exogenous products by pushing 
ut indigenous skils end. technologies. 
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intensely concetned. Quite 
frequently collaborators of the _nso-colonial 
‘end elated internal colonial establishments are 
‘being exogenously promoted in the Third 
World Counties. This is done in three ways, 


‘sometimes consciously end sometimes un- 
consciously; but ll the same the outcome 
tends to be negative in import. Asin all 
‘societies, even in the primitive societies of 
the Third World countries there are role difer- 
cntistions, with varying degrees of status grada- 
tion, But ll types. of gradation systems do 
rot imply presence of stratified society, “There 
may be prerogatives of eome segments of 
the eootiety inthe access to the resources 
but there may also be prescribed norms 
ebout “foie share” for all and for redistribution 
fof surplus so that except for some symbolic, 
‘mattors, consumption level i more or ese 
‘equalised. Such societies ore ranked societies 
‘and. not sttified societies, In tho statiiod 
‘ocietios radistbutive mechanism — operates 
through historico-logal_mechanigm and not 
through historioo-axiological mechanism. Hence 
in the statifiod society character of the Stato 
‘ond the political equetion of the di 
‘rate with the State establishment 
Jmportant factor. Ignoring these historic 
‘processes, frequently the neo-colonial cnd_inter~ 
‘nel colonial elites impert an unwarrunted 
‘meaning to the relationship of these segments 
‘with the ro1ources at the disposal of tho 
society. Frequently they try to treat 
custodiens of communsl resources es owners 
fof the same and by corrupt mesns hemes 
the communel resources for urban end metro» 
politan ofiented market economy, bY giving 
‘thems nominal share of the seme, Again 
lienstion of the statified segment is accontu- 
‘ted through promoting @ system of education, 
‘whose primary frame of reference i@ not tho 
living reslity of the ‘life of the population, 
but the esoteric Knowledge of the  soriptures 
‘of the highty mystified science laborstoros. 
Tn recent yeors alienated « techno-bureaueratic 
establishments are finding politic! reinforcement 
from sn unexpected source. Some scholars of 
‘the Third World countries have of lato turned 
into instant analysts of mode of production. 
In Merxian concept the rolations of production 
‘certainly constitute the most important dimens- 
jon of the mode of production but one has 
‘not to ignore other relations including the system 
of citculation end. distibution end the structure 


tended 10 


ff articulation with the dominant mode of 
production of the Stato. Whereas taking an 
‘overall view, many ‘tibal communities soem to 
Constitute proto-proletariat status-class, instant 

™ analysts of mode of production isolate from 
‘among them tho proto-bourgeous elements and 
provide Ideological rationale for monopoly 
Capitalist tako over of the resources through tho 
backdoor of bureaucratic establishments, Thus 
4 useful tool of analysis is hijacked for question: 
able purposs 


While the most important task of tho 
‘anthropologists and rlatod socially orlonted 
‘social and bio-physieal scientists Is to rlent- 
lessly expose tho. antichumanist anti historical 
processes starting from tho micto-lovel of local 
‘Communities 10. the global level, they have also 
the dilemma of dealing with the inequalities 
fof the Third World countiios. One of the 
Instruments of perpetuating the inequalitios Is the 
Instrumont of so-callad. “traditional culture 
Quite frequently the traditional cultures of tho 
rations and regions are. the cults of the 

~ dominant minorities. Anthropologists have 
omanticis® the same. Gut closer 
ook shows that there aro diverse stra 
cultures which oro not subsorviont to 
called ‘Groat Traditions’ but which are refutation 
fof the some. A purposive move to bring to be 
‘urfaco the  liborating dimensions of culture ie 
needed, 


But moro difficult ie tho tack of domystiti- 
cation of sconce and demystitication of techno: 
logy. Giving an exampla from the soll clasaiti- 
‘ition eystem introduced by ICAR kit, Prot 
oy Burman observed thet classification. of the 
Phenomena of nature is not sulgonors; it Ie 
‘always related to some interest, some purpose 
‘About technology again thoro le a myth that 
technological progress takos place through its 
‘own logical growth. But this Is not true, H 
mentioned that if three decades ago. adequat 
attention was given to the research on generation 
PP soler energy, perhaps energy cris of the 
ontomporary world would have beon ese acuta, 
But instead, emphasis was. given on rossarch 
fon nuclear energy in tho intorost of 
‘sustaining war industty and global hegamony. 
It is not technology per se which ie at fault, but 
itis @ question of choice of technology. There 
‘can be technology primatly tied up with antici 
pation of world war, thoro can alsa be technology 
primarily tied up with the vision of World peace. 
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Infact all the major problems which tho 
‘anthropologists. ste called upon to deal with 
today aro basically relatod to this dichotomous 
iuation of war and peace. 


This ie reflected even in inter-ethnic relations 
‘and in the functioning of ration states, 


{In Aftica, the state boundaries are frequently 
‘the outcome of historical accldonts of conquest 
by colonial powers. But rational redrawing of 
boundaries becomes impossible #0 long as 
Conflicting big power hegemonic interests 
Continue. Again in many parts of the world, 
‘there isthe dilemma of recognition of the histor 
cal prerogative of the Indigenous. population and. 
awareness of big power manipulation to draw the 
region within tho orbit of war  prepareion and 
‘nuclear tests, polluting and dograding the environs 
‘mont. Tho social solenists and othor sciontists 
Will have to examine the Issues in totality and 
‘come out with a tine fame about the restructuring 
‘of the world order,—may be over a langth of two 
‘F thteo decades, 60 that many problema which. 
‘9ppoar intractable can be resolved rationally. 


With this stotomont of perspective Prot, Roy 
Burman reverted to the Issue of basic needs and 
Physical quality of ite, He suggested thet the 
‘anthropologists particulaly Third World. oriented 
anthropologists, should. not be thwarted from 
pursuing the task becauso of its questionable 
origin. Thoy should work for formulating basic 
reads not only with referenco to tho Third World 
Counties, but in globsl context. ..And in this 
both materia! and non- Components. 
‘should be considered as a single package. 
Gandhi always uphold the idoal of higher 
‘standard of life and. not merely « higher standard 
of living (Sriman. Narayan 1962: Foreword. to 
Vilage Swara), MX. Gandhi). Gatung while 
‘montioning about the neds such es food and 
water (end ait) clothing, »madieal services 
schooling. transport communication and minimum 
‘of comfort, spoke of non-material noods like 
self-expression, ereativity, proxi, work (as 
distinct from job) togetherness with friends, 
spouse, offspring, esthetic exoorlonce and s0 on. 


If these are the basic neods, the Fist, 
Socond and Third World countses will havo to 
collaborate in ensuring the same for all. In this 
‘matter there ate scholars like Maslow who epaak 
‘of hiorarchy of needs. Even in Third World 
‘countries thore are many takers of such concepts. 
But a closer look shows thet these tend ta 
surreptitiously perpotuate the status quo. 


If 2 global framework of basic needs ie to be 
‘worked out, It has to be st two levels. At one 
love i willbe in terms of aspects or dimensions 
to be coveted, st another love it will be in terms 
ff quantification. This is 2 complex tesk. The 
‘ecological aspects, the bio-physicel_ needs 

lated to genotypes, the cultural end historical 
factors are to. be carefully studied. And this 
‘ask, the Third World oriented scientists must do 
very carefully. One illustration wil bring out the 
complexity of the task. A recent study (AS. 
‘Mather 1986: Land use, Longmen Green Group. 
Landon P 7) shows thet the energy content os 
percentage of annual solar radiation Is around 
18 for cereal systems, 003 cd O01 for 
pigmeat and lamb end 0°05 for milk. In ecologi- 
cal terms its clearly more efficient for man to 
‘coneume whoet oF rice then mest or milk. AS @ 
further consequence, it follows that i men 
‘consumes much af his food in the form of meat 
‘and milk then a larger ares of land is required 
{to foed him than if he consumes vegetable 
products 

Obviously a rational scciety would move 
towards more belanced diet both from personal 
health point of view and ecological point of 
viow. But Prof. Roy Burman mentioned. thet 
mote than a decade ago he had discussed this 
fasue with some eminent social scientists of 
USA and ho wae told that a tational edeptive 
change wos difficult because many conventions 
‘would have to be disturbed. He felt that there 
‘would be many such arenas of nationality 
which are of global. concern—and the Third 
World Anthropologists should not leave. it to the 
‘social scientists, outside their orbit to decide thoit 
{esearch priorities and draw their communi- 
cation strategies in ieolation. Further ho 
twferred to the need of closer took into the 
social processes in the socialist countries also. 
Recent reports show inctecse in alcohcliam, 
decline in longivty, disruption of welfare services. 
ln U.S.S. R. One has to examine whether it is 
just an operational fellure of whathet “it requites 
rethinking about the nature of human nature and 
‘the meening of historical imperative and human 
‘tanscendence,—of balance between collective 
‘0s! and individual responsibilty. 

In the discussion that followed Dr. Amitava 
Bose observed that new communication tech- 
nology raises several moral issues. He refored 
to how Michael Angelo would rather dety the 
‘canon of the Church than compromise his creative 
‘perception as an artist. One hes to ponder deeply 
‘bout the meaning of human freedom. Is it only 


ey 


Jack of obstcle to do things one likes of le it 
elated to the cumulation of his ‘historical being! 
Jn g situational context—and his right to give 
unfettered exression to his historical boing 
‘through his action and verbal communication ? <=” 
would be useful if one exemines the issues 
‘over the total span of human history, even 
‘90ing to the realm of palecoanthropology.” There 

| 3 long term process of man's quest to 
hhermonis2 individusl freedom, "dignity and 
historically conditioned social harmony. ‘On 
‘this perepective some of the inter-ethnic. conflicts 
‘can be seen es  dimonsion of reedjuetment 
‘of old pattern of dominstion end suboidinction 
‘and of silent withdrawal from conflict arena, 
Today with growth of transport and commu 
‘cation and awareness of humen values, me 
‘things. which were not questioned in the past 
‘are being questioned. The sccial  sclontate 
‘have to examine the issues in this historical 
context, 


Dr. Bose also referred to the question of 
‘quality of lite. in Ayurvedic system, the concept 
‘of physical well being Includes a harmonious, 
relationship between body, mind (mood of 
moment) and ong term mental orentetion oF 
spiritual values. Recently W. H. 0. is lao trying 
Yo define health ina brosd term, Thus th 
‘seems to be a convergence and some of tho 
‘technologies and sources of knowledge which 
‘wore pushed 0 the background during. the 
colonial rule are again coming up—not in a 
‘evivalisticl manner, but with an ewarenees 
(of their adoptive potemiaiies, 


Dr. Buddhaded Choudhury observed that 
(one ephere where the comoctive role of Thitd 
World Anthvopology has become urgent. is 
‘wopptaial of the peasant movements and anti- 
colonial movements of the 19th and 20th 
Century. Generally the anthropological studies 
tended to provide insight to the establishment 
1 the how to contain of avoid such disturbing 
‘Bhenomena. But _many of these movements 
‘marked the birth pangs of social transformation. 
‘By and lergo the anthropologists had not tried: 
10 provide insight which the propounders 
the movements could avail of for reinforcing 
their stuggle for social transformation. One of 
the reesons why anthropologists failed In. thei 
tsk is becouse they moved away ‘from analyticel 
cbservation of normative history. Their comm 
‘ment to functionalism accentueted their 
‘humanitarian concem but reduced thelr tole as 
catalyste of humanist upsurge of history. 


—* 


Dr, Setya Chakravarty agreed thet the basic 
‘issue of the contemporary world is war and 
peace, Thefe can be science including social 
‘science end technology which can strengthen 
the power of the state and there can be science. 
technology which can strengthen the power 
‘of the people. But the rower of people cannot 
be strengthened in isolation for tho Third World 
Counties, which again ave internally very much 
diversifiad. Intr-communication cutting "across 
the bart of establighments among the people 
‘of the First, Second and Thitd World would be 
Needed, These can be done when basic issues 
‘of food, shelter, education, health, globa) environ 
ment and to on are formulated in universalist 
terms. Tho Third World oriented scientists have 
dotinite roles to play in this matter. 


‘Shri Mutsuddi observed that the Third World 
10 be perceived both 98 poorer world and 
developing world. The issues of abject poverty 
of utter desttustion cannot be kept in sbeyence, 
however we may be interested in the New Inter- 
national Economic order. The socisl scientists 
will have to, work out a statogy of meeting the 
urgent needs on a war footing snd st the some 
‘time of evolving @ new world order. Perhaps 
‘what is needed is a mariage between techno- 
‘economie. development strategy, and communi 
cation strategy. Today all joumals and news 
papers contain science forums. A collaboration 
with social scientists will perhaps help in detor- 
mining the focus and priorities in the communi 
cation strategy. 


Sobita Sarkar observed thet an important 
can be played by the museums in the 
femergonce of new anthropology, These are 
store-houses of man’s achievements; but also 
‘of man’s struggle against many odds. Analytical 
studies of ethno-epistomology, ethno-science 
id ethno-ecology besed on museum collection 
will provide basis for retormulating many cf 
the axiomatic versione of anthropology. 


Dr. A.K. Donde agreed that anttvopology of 
the Third World cen heve rolovance only 18 80. 
fat 08 it ls « conscious move to conect mony 
bjstorical distortions and help in creating » 
‘Genuine globel sclonce of man. He also. mentio- 
ned thet not only anthropology but all sciences 
suffered distortions in defining thele prlotites 
and interest aters, during the colonial rule. And 
‘tls not only in the Thied World countries. but 
30 In the First and Second World, where many 
crying on determined struggles for authentic 
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science, authentic learning situations. The 
‘enthropologists ore to be aware of them and 
‘work slong with them. One of the problems 
Which the world community is. going to. face 
‘Sooner or ater is about the nation states end 
“tifa! Stato boundaries. Modein  communica- 
ton and technology hes crested a globe! network 
‘of mutuel awareness with tremendous impact on 
‘cultural processes and inter-social relations, This 
‘is global problem. While thore are aspocts 
‘which ere prime concerns of Third World Anthro: 
‘ology, thore ate espects which are of common 
‘intrest for at. 1 will be necessary to. strike a 
belance in tho intellects! pureults and inet 
tional arcongemente. Some of the important 
‘issues however will require to bo deslt with on 
® priority besis, for instance the question of 
Identity. Whilo plural 


‘sometimes it also meskes him feol in a. rude 
Graft. Anthropology will therefore have to 
‘address itself to some of the normative lesuee 
‘both in time-frame and in timo-tees feme of 
Profound existential significance of men, 


‘Shri Semadit Ker observed that one’ must be 
Cceutions that concerns with national Issues do 
‘ot disrupt the vision of universality of science, 
{tis through evolutionsty process. that  echiev 

‘ments of modern science and technology have 
‘boon attained. These are common heritages of 
‘menkind and unless we uphold the valucs of 
science and technology in an unreserved menner 
‘we shell remain backward. 


Winding up the discussion Prof. Roy Burman 
‘observed thet while there are universal laws of 
‘neture, there are historieo-ecology epecitic lews 
Of society. It will not be conect to artive et 
Conclusion by analogies, or by _romeining 
prisoners of historical postiviem. The Univer 
‘ality of man is not in homogeniastion. The 
Universality lies in recognising the dignity of 
‘many end of man's quest to recico his fulfilment 
‘and identity extension in his existontlal diversities, 
By living in nature and with nature, tho humen 
‘spirk trangcends noture. Tho science of men 
‘ies 10 understand the rocess of adzptetion and. 
‘wanscendence. The Thitd World counties 
which eve tought their liberction struggles, 
Should now take the inititve in libersting those 
thought procestes of genotetions which by end 
large provided logiimecy to the olebel etter of 
‘domination and subordinstion; derendence end 
bondage. 
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